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-As with other think tanks, the trustees strongly believe we should be judged on the
body of our work, not on individual events. The latest direction made by the
Commission, which includes a requirement that the trustees should ensure that all
our speakers should be “politically neutral” and the proposal that we edit party
political comments before we publish transcripts, suggest that the Commission may
not have fully understood the nature of the work we do.

“At several points in the Report the Commission suggests, without giving details, that
the trustees could have done more to manage the risks it faced, with particular
reference to independence and political impartiality. Where they have given practical
solutions | believe that they have shown a fundamental lack of understanding of the
work that all think tanks undertake. The Smith Institute does not take positions on the
issues which it addresses, and it focuses on the medium term. Inevitably, many of
our speakers are not impartial — that is the nature of political speakers — but we go to
great lengths to ensure balance within each event and across every programme that
we undertake. The trustees strongly believe that they are doing what is required to
safeguard the reputation of the Institute, and to evaluate and deal with the risks
posed to its independence. As the Report acknowledges, more than 30 letters of
support were received by the Commission from prominent individuals, including
Conservative and Liberal Democrat politicians, commending the Institute’s political
impartiality and independence.

“We have already taken substantial steps to enhance our advisory structures and to
bring our governance more generally into line with best practice.”
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We have run a number of seminar series and one-off seminars during this period. What is
given below is a very brief summary of the points made by the speakers at these events: in
every case the speeches were much more extensive than we have space for in this
newsletter. There were also many significant points raised by members of the audience in the
subsequent discussion, which we have not picked up here. For a full report of the seminars,
please see the publications when they go up on the website, or appear in book form.

01

&$t 0C ¢
&# 0 #

2N

S

£0
/
B O
B
o
8 ¥ 2
7 ! 7
= tC
: §
§
#
§
o



#
,,C& D =:
CS$i ?0:%$B
3 0 b1
i b
8
i
i
i 8
71k
8
12
)
#1
%
88 # ,

#

#0

DC&=& 0:&=87,%$307 C?7&C!

D

& 8 3
b
# 0 /
b b
*
b b
20 1 -

DG:

D:

# 0

e

#0

$87&

6

$07

"%

#0

e

$1&E

S

#0



b
b

7?2 C=7D,C!, OCCD G

$ / ,
Advancing Opportunity: New Models of Schooling. $ 8 3 :
D , b= ,16 9 /
* <
/ t0 /
# b
#1 3 b
The Guardian6 / b
/ /
t$
b
II@ %
£, G * /
b #
,C D &7
$ / ,
Advancing Opportunity: Older People and Social Care. & 0 /3
7 0] ? b1 7 : 6
t, T =D: >
/
* iz i
9
/ i, 0] 3= G b -
8 6 /
$0 b
/ b
/ oo/
t0 / b
b
$1 b
b
#
3 4
< N3  Fair Tax: Towards a
modern tax system #
.7 & + C& C&:$7%:H:%$C
/ = < 3= b C< 1 8 $ < b,
8 , 6 < < /
< <
< $#C



6
<
3G I = i 6 <
<
124 0O i
t#0
(i [ #
1- &$:-H4DC ::D: = 7 $&:DP:H:$C
? 3 = W D 6
< i
O < <
#
<
< 0 b 0
#, ?
G : 6
] <
0]
i i
<t
.7 &5 =J=1:D$%$:H:$C
? 3 = % D 6
< > < J:$ <
/ < tO0
#0 /
<
#0
#1
, 8 1 oA 6
/ >
0 >
t0 K
i < i
% < <
25 6 5
: 2 1 G
0 L 0 #
5 , 5 3- -
D 3 0] 7 %1 D
* < /
# *

#0



S

_I_l%

#0

HH= =

T S =

$0
* 30

&$¢0C #): N1
&40 t)

733 0

55



$ /
Localism. = 2/
<
<
& b= 6
#
$ /
Engaging
: ) 3
G 3= b =
G 8 3=
$
/
3=
G O
b
$0
3- - 3
$ /

Up a Gear: New Challenges for Housing Associations.

s G

8/-52 1

Business in the Community - Not a Quick Fix. 1

Real
6
*
i $
VAR
%
<
Y O ’
i
/ > b
F 6l =
% 1 6
h <
/ #
A / < ¢
/ / i?
/ /
/ )
y 2 .
12
7< b = 6
Moving

37 % Building6



#0

#8

b

2 1
J%:,6

-/5 9
0
7< b G
/
b
#&#0
$#0
/
o

0

#1

202

"oz

#N

/!

/ +

+$



$ ¢ MmC ;55
1 <t GG44 ;( *
7 + O /¢
2 N e I 8 % 1 1+ ) r %
* %, *0h + < % 3 %, % / %, 1% "%
%1% "% 1 ** | $ #1+% - ** 21 4% !
L )% %" %t I 1 %, + + %+ * *
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4™ 4M 46 (
7 2? 5% 54
I > M4k "t ;
M™K
$ 9
b @ >k
@ £$
b 9
9 #
F o4
t&
> 3
/
9
# < ¥
/ %
"4 / " K
#: >
124
K b K ;5K
$ / <
%
<
< > -
/ b 3 [/ 6
< 2
*
> t P <
b 9
9 #
+# 1 1= I 8 % I+ 4 # 1"
) =% % , L % / Y+, 1+ % %
$% , ! % 1 , % % 1 % %, %
* "0 =% %
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4" 4(;6 (
$ l
tz  /
[ ) F
] g1 % i
b
G b b L

$1,
#%
%!

2 #+
+ %+



/
b 9 9
$:
+
b
t 7 @
b 8
t = Vi
% i
G 4
b - i$
<
i$
9 i
i$
b
/ b
% "% #% 1 - T 1+ *= 1
1 / T 1 +*%, % -%!I! /
2% % %+, %Yt "w$ 1/ T+ Y+ * 1
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4™ 4" "6 (
C /
=
¢
* /
t?
b
: b
8
< b
/ / &2
t: E /
t$
#
#
% 3 % ) % # % %Y %+ %
%% / % 1% 1 ", $ , + "
1 % , $5 1", $ 1.5> % % 5 +
%% / $% 1+ % 1% 1 -
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4™ 4 M6 (
$ * 0

g

%
%
/
t$
#
b = ? /¢
) )
< /
#
%+)% 1, !
1
/
)
%
0/ / #
t$
/
%
t$
QO b
/
%
)
1% 2 #% ,

+ /% / + %+ *

E$



b b
b
t$
% /
/
)
/
/ t
6
£$ b
0
>
b
< /
b
64 b
< 9
t?
<
g2 0] Q
b 1 (0]
&
92 I i |
2
b
>ih1 ", % 1 I+ +
$ 11 )% % ¥ %, )% + 3%+
*x )% ! $%, 2 I % 1
%$ . w%l / + + %+ * $ 1 1
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4™ 4; 6 (
$
/ t?
! #8
*
< i,
§7< b
N
h C ” 1 b
b
F b
t? / 8
& * /Y - 8
/
%
/
/ # b

%1

i $
/
b
b
S
b
/ i$
/
3 0
b
0
b
b
$HW+N - T
!
b
/4
/
/
#



3 =8 + +Hh1 o= %

- %, *% %, “/ +%, I _ " )% 3 1
%1+%1, 3 %,2 T %>Y%, )% $1 2 1 1 5% ",
)% + 3%+ 1 o+ %+ - %
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4" 45 6 (
$ < <k
3 - , b < - R
b b
b >
1% >
< b
b / / tE
< % b
h ¢ b
8 <
/ / /8
8
t: ) < <
> 9 %
t 8 < %
< F 8
b < b /
| C o<
b £ b <
< t
o< /
%
/ <@ s
/ 8 <
t$ /
< < ¢
b 8
% < #
% * 0 % ) 18 " +1 1 ) % % 1 "
>0 001 "o+ )% 1 %
5% 1 3% 1 %I, 5" 1 % 1+ C+ Cox % I+
s 1+ - %*% 1 , +, 2 1 - | !
r ) % +* W2 ", 1+ 1+ 1= /7% 1%
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4" 4456 (
/
t 2
# /
%
/ i$ b
¥ ¢
C " * %
/ <
< ¥
t8 12
[ /



t$
/
"M
*
/
1 G ¢
#1" -7 1%
2%1 % %# I,
/7 1
%" %1 % ,
PMiM; 3,8
i "o
i
0]
IM(
/
£ 0 i
/%
t$
[

8 %
I+ 5 #%

+
IM ;4ll

4

%1% )
% %
% 1
1,2
b

!II
2 #+
)%

) "
/
"
g /
£,
50 !
/
'
2 #a+
1,
+ oo x 2%
"
"
<
4
/
F
o

%

2N



[ B 1) % r 2 @ %)=
1% N % / 2 #+ 1 T 1+ 1+ + 1 1% % 1 4+ O+* 2
51
PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4™ 4 H6 (
8
b / M @
& t$ 8
- F it %
# i
%_
0
9 9 S
b /
b
# b
#
¢ b
#: b -
/
#: b
b #
0] b b
<
£ < oo
b b
MM ¢ $
9 / 9
<
#
+# 1 1T T 8 +% "% "% I+ %

# 1 5% , % , % 1% %! + 2 #+ /7 1+, 1 +
1 + 15 LIS 1) 21 + %= %! ++ )% 1 "%,
)% + /% +, )% 1 $, %" %! /%, )%

1% 1%+ 111" 5 + / %5 $ , 2% %5 - 1'% + U+ * %

PMiM; 3,8 "M ;4" 47 (6 (

1 8 ¥ %
b
£, ] b
; b " 5K K
"% 5 K S
p i$
[ t$ < 0 b
) 3 6



#8
#
8



